
NEED HELP DISCOVERING 

YOUR ANCESTOR? 

The Fredericksburg Regional 

Genealogical Society (FRGS), in 

cooperation with the Central 

Rappahannock Regional Library 

(CRRL), will host a 5-session 

Genealogical series beginning 

March 16th. The sessions will be 

free to the public and will be held 

on alternating Saturdays from 9 

am to 12 pm at CRRL facilities in 

and around Fredericksburg. 

Topics will range from beginning 

genealogy to DNA in genealogy. 

Call 540-372-1144 for 

information and reservations. 

 
 

with the latest news from headquarters 
 

FoWB is a 501 C (3) Non-Profit Organization ID #42-1689437 Visit www.fowb.org for more information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellwood Manor Opens April 20 

 On Saturday April 20th, Ellwood will open to the public for its fifteenth 

season.  Habitually visitors come to the manor house repeatedly, each time 

learning more, particularly about the role of the house and grounds during the 

May 1864 battle of the Wilderness.  Special events will punctuate the 2013 

season weekends and holidays from opening day through Sunday, October 

27th.  FoWB volunteers will welcome guests on a daily basis during the high 

summer days of June 7th until August 11th.  

Upcoming in March are four training sessions for the interpreter 

(docent) staff.   National Park Service Supervisory Historian, Greg Mertz, and 

FoWB Ellwood committee chair, Carolyn Elstner, will conduct a full-day session 

for new interpreters on March 2nd.  A half-day battlefield tour is being offered 

on March 7th.  Then both new and veteran interpreters will gather at Ellwood 

once again for a refresher class on March 23rd or 26th.  Assisting at the training 

will be FoWB volunteers Elaine Pratt, Nate Bond, Zann Nelson, and Mark Leach.  

NPS law enforcement ranger, Matt Roland, will discuss safety issues. Available new this year to hikers and history buffs 

alike is the Wilderness Crossing trail that connects Ellwood to the Wilderness Tavern site. 

Friends of Wilderness Battlefield 
is pleased to announce a new program! 

In commemoration of the 150th Anniversaries of both Chancellorsville (1863-2013) and Wilderness (1864-2014) 
battles, incentives have been initiated to encourage descendants to join one or both of FoWB’s Heritage Programs. 

the WILDERNESS BRIGADE   and the Ellwood Legacy. 

The application fees for both programs have been REDUCED to $50 and now also INCLUDE a one year complimentary 
MEMBERSHIP in the FoWB organization.  In addition to the change in fee structure the 

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES have been expanded to include 
· Descendants of combatants who were wounded during the BATTLE OF CHANCELLORSVILLE April 30-May 6, 1863 and 

were treated during and after the battle at one of the CONFEDERATE HOSPITALS located at the “Wilderness.” 

· Descendants of non-combatants who served in these same hospitals. 

Click Heritage Programs to access the brochure, benefits and application form. 
 

http://www.fowb.org/
http://www.fowb.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/WILDERNESS_BRIGADE_APPLICATION_AND_CHECKLIST_Rev._2.0.pdf


The 150th anniversary of the Battle of Chancellorsville will 

be commemorated at Ellwood on May 4th and 5th. 

The house and grounds will offer a team of medical re-enactors in 
keeping with the role the Wilderness played during and after the May 1863 
battle.  Ellwood Manor itself was a Confederate convalescent hospital from 
May until November of that year.  At least two others, field hospitals, stood 
within a mile of Ellwood.  General “Stonewall” Jackson’s left arm was 

                                 amputated at the 2nd Corps hospital near  
                                 Wilderness Tavern.  Subsequently the arm was  
                                 buried in the Ellwood family cemetery by the  
                                Reverend Tucker Lacy. 
                                Civil War surgeon re-enactor John Pelletier of  
                                Suffolk VA will lead the event.  Those 

accompanying him are Dr. Adrian Wheat and nurses, Sherri Pelletier and 
Marilyn Iglesias.  FoWB Board member, Diane Logan, will portray a nurse as 
well and furnish a laundress exhibit.  Her husband Gary will play a soldier 
patient.  Presentations will include the medical evacuation system, surgical 
procedures, and recovery care.   

When Ellwood became a recovery hospital, it was noted that its ice 

house was “well filled.”  Access to the ice house site is now available via a 

short walk from the manor house.   

 

 

 

    
 

 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 2, 23, and 26: Interpreter 

      Training 
 

March 7: Half-day battlefield tour 
      for Interpreters 
 

April 6: Annual Park Day 
 

April 20: Ellwood Manor Opens  
 

May 4, 5: Medical Living History 

       Program at Ellwood in 

       commemoration of the Battle 
       of Chancellorsville 

 
May 12: Mother’s Day at Ellwood  

       Manor     

SIGN UP 

at www.fowb.org for 
automatic email updates! 

 

Calling Volunteers for the April 6 “Annual Park Day Clean UP” 
 
On Saturday, April 6 Friends of Wilderness Battlefield (FoWB), in overall partnership with the 
 Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park, will host the Annual Park Day event in 
collaboration with site specific partners at four battlefields.  The battlefields and their  
respective partners are listed below: 
 

“Wilderness” with the Civil War Study Group at Lake of the Woods 
“Chancellorsville” with the Central Virginia Battlefields Trust 
“Spotsylvania Court House” with the Spotsylvania County Department of Tourism 
“Mine Run” with the Civil War Trust and Orange County Department of Tourism 

 

Volunteers 
Will receive a free commemorative t-shirt, (while supplies last) 

Scouts will receive a patch or t-shirt from CWT.  (while supplies last) 
Water and snacks provided by FoWB 

 

Dozens and dozens of volunteers are needed! 
 

Advance Registration is encouraged and is an easy process. Please see instructions below. 
Visit to www.fowb.org register online or print and mail the registration form.  The form will allow volunteers to 

designate a preferred battlefield, possible duty preferences or information about their group. 
Or you may contact organizers at parkdayregistration@fowb.org or 540-972-1305. 

 

 

 

       Friends of Wilderness Battlefield 
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http://www.fowb.org/
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