
 

  

WILDERNESS      
 Friends of  Wilderness Battlefield, Inc               Vol. 16   No. 4   Fall 2011 

DISPATCH 

matter: Native Americans, early German settlement, early iron 

industry, gold mining industry, Civil War battles, the Rapidan 

and the Rappahannock.  
 

     Several groups involved with pertinent research, historical or 

natural management and ongoing tourism efforts have been 

asked to participate. 
 

     The annual business meeting of the corporation will begin at 

11 am and feature the president's report on the state of the    

organization, election of new members to the Board of         

Directors, presentation of the annual report, awards and        

recognitions.  
 

     A complimentary lunch for FoWB members and hosted by 

the Board of Directors, will be served immediately following 

the business meeting.  Reservations are encouraged. 
 

     The Heritage Tourism program will begin at 1 pm and close 

at 3 pm. No reservations are required. 
 

     For additional info, please contact Zann Nelson, president at 

M16439@aol.com or 540-547-2395. 
 

Want to Go? FoWB Annual Membership Meeting and     

Heritage Tourism Program, Date: Saturday, November 12, 

2011, Place: LOW Church: Lower Level, Time: Membership 

Meeting and Lunch: 11 am-1 pm, Heritage Tourism Program:   

1 pm-3 pm, Non-LOW Residents: Inform the Gate Guard 

that you are attending the FoWB event at the LOW Church 

     Saturday, November 12, at the Lake of the Woods (LOW) 

Church, Friends of Wilderness Battlefield, Inc. will host the  

annual membership meeting and something a little different. 
  

     Following the general business meeting and a delicious    

barbeque lunch for FoWB members, a special program        

highlighting heritage tourism will be open to the general public. 
 

     “We are excited about the opportunity to share a piece of the 

recent Wilderness Gateway Study with local residents. Raising 

the awareness of the wealth of historic and natural resources in 

the area is a first step in marketing the area as a destination.” 

said FoWB president Zann Nelson.   
 

     The program, set to begin at 1 pm, will feature a presentation 

by Glenn Stach, the Wilderness Gateway Study‟s project       

coordinator for consultants Hill Studio. Stach will provide a 

brief overview with a focus on Heritage Tourism.  
  

     Following his presentation, guests will have the chance to 

visit with local exhibitors showcasing a variety of historic and 

natural resources. 
 

     Plans are for invited guests to showcase the following subject 

By Zann Nelson 

     Ever been to a family reunion?  Not the kind you dread, but the 
kind you look forward to.  That’s what the fifth annual “Taming the 
Wilderness” event was like.  Artisans and craftsmen came from near 
and far to share their knowledge with folks interested in 
“the old ways.”  They all “share a passion for what they 
do,” in the words of one participant, and look forward to 
renewing acquaintances at Ellwood.  
     

     Despite the threat of rain, more than 300 visitors 
came out on Sunday, September 25, to meet these 
dedicated supporters of FoWB.  Craig Jacobs and 
Stephen Nash, with their log-hewing demonstration, weaver Linda 
George,  blacksmith Ross Sullivan and his basket maker wife, 
Melissa, and Susan Titus, open-hearth cook, all have been 
participants since the beginning.  Master furniture craftsman Chris 
Kerr was again on hand.  John Friedrichs, brick mason, returned with 
his wife Suzanne, who played the dulcimer.  Longhunter Wayne 
Morris was accompanied by his “spinner” wife.  Melondy Philips 

demonstrated how deer hides were prepped for domestic use.  “Tavern 
wench” Elaine Pratt spoke of etiquette and expressions prevalent at the 
time the Wilderness Tavern was in operation.  Stone mason Brent 
Ryder was, once again, a hit with the kids. Professor Gary Stanton 
brought his tips for “aging” an old home to a rapt audience.  All the 
while, old friend John Tole sang period songs from the front porch. 
 

     Our numerous, dedicated FoWB 
volunteers received many a compliment 
as families departed, having learned a bit 
about 18th century life, many also having 
played a bit with the toys and games of 
the period. 
 

     Can’t wait until the last Sunday in 
September 2012 for Year Six of Taming 
the Wilderness. 
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     On Saturday, December 17 from 9a.m. to 2 p.m. FoWB 

will host the popular “A 19th Century Christmas” at historic 

Ellwood Manor on the Wilderness Battlefield.  The house 

will be open from 11 AM until 2 PM with a full array of 

activities for children and adults. 
 

     “My children had a wonderful time seeing the old toys 

and games, and of course the visit with Santa was extra   

special,” commented one very pleased visitor last        

Christmas. 
 

     “The period decorations were beautiful in their          

simplicity and the music really put you in the holiday 

spirit,” said Betty Collins of her visit in 2010. 
 

     For the 3rd year the Fawn Lake Garden Club will       

generously donate its time, talent and materials to dress   

Ellwood in a 19th Century Christmas décor. 
  

     Plan to stop by and be sure to bring family and friends 

W ILDERNESS  D ISPATCH  

for a memorable get-together.  See details below. 
  

¶ Between 9 and 11 a.m., Santa (in Victorian attire) will 

be on hand to chat with visiting children.  While the 

youngsters wait their turn they may choose to engage in 

creating special crafts or learning 

about period toys and games. 
  

¶ From 11 a.m. until 2 p.m., house 

interpreters will share stories of a 

mid-19th century Christmas as well 

as Civil War era Christmas letters 

between soldiers and their families. 
 

¶ Throughout the day, John Tole of 

Evergreen Shade will provide    

seasonal music. 
 

¶ There is no fee to attend the holiday 

event; however, donations are always welcomed. 

©2011 Friends of Wilderness  

Battlefield, Inc. All rights reserved.    

 
Wilderness Dispatch is published four 

times a year for members of FoWB.  

For comments or questions or to submit 
an article to the Editorial Board, mail to 

 
FoWB (Wilderness Dispatch)  

PO Box 576, Locust Grove, VA   

22508-0576  
or 

go to www.fowb.org and email us at the 

Contact Us using category „newsletter‟. 
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Note: Activities are FREE except where noted.   

 

Luncheon for Ellwood Volunteers, 1PM-3 at Ellwood Manor  

Annual Membership Meeting, 11AM-3:00PM, LOW Church, Lower level 

FoWB Board of Directors Meeting  

19th Century Christmas at Ellwood Manor with a Santa visit  

Orientation for new FoWB board members  

FoWB Board of Directors Meeting (Tentative)  

Ellwood Interpreter Training  

10th Annual Dinner and Auction  

 

     We have had a most interesting and exciting year: the battle with Walmart is over and the 
Woodville Farm Tract-site where Walmart initially intended to build- will be preserved. 
  

     The Wilderness Coalition has brought the long-awaited Wilderness Gateway Study to    
fruition.  
  

     The final report is due in November, but, in the interim the new website 
www.wildernessgateway.org is full of good info. 
  

     FoWB has truly blossomed as the special steward of the Wilderness Battlefield and as our 
duties expand, we continue to need more volunteer time, skills, and yes, the never-ending fi-
nancial support. 
 

     If you live in the area and are not yet a volunteer, please, give us a call.  We have some 
very special projects in the works and I know there will be something that will catch your fancy. 
  

     We are very excited about the format of this year’s annual membership meeting and look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible.                                                                              

                                                                                                    Best Wishes, 

 Additional activities will be posted throughout the year at www.fowb.org 

http://www.wildernessgateway.org
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      By the end of September, more than 40 volunteers had 

interpreted the history of Ellwood for 4,982 visitors. And 

adding in October‟s weekend guests plus Columbus Day 

will push that total above 5,000, an all-time high.  Without 

the dedication of our dedicated interpreters, setting this  

record would have been impossible.   
 

     The    Ellwood season    began the last full week of 

April.  The house has been open weekends and holidays 

from May 1 to mid-June and from mid August to October 

30.  The  responsibility weighed more heavily during the 

period of daily openings, June 19 through  August 21.  But 

accomplish it we did! 
 

      

     Lately, an increasing number of organizations have 

toured Ellwood in conjunction with meetings of their   

members.  The United Daughters of the Confederacy have 

done so several times in the past.  During the 2011 season, 

Descendants of the Germanna Colony, the Society of   

Mayflower Descendants, and the Lake of the Woods Civic 

Club followed suit.  The Reform Theological Seminary 

brings a group nearly every year, and 2011 was no           

exception.  The Senior Adult Baptists from Springfield, 

Virginia, visited Ellwood on May 14th.  Our reputation as a 

site worth visiting appears to be growing.   
 

     Ellwood‟s history spans the history of our nation, and 

although the Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National 

Military Park owns it primarily because of its Civil War 

history, a lover of any period of Americana would be   

captivated by the historic 

accounts of the plantation 

and the manor.   
 

By Carolyn Elstner 

     Ellwood is a wonderful educational tool for young and 

old, whether for a general tour or a special event.  
  

     Medical re-enactor, John Pelletier, teaches at Ellwood 

three times each season.  This was the fifth year for    

Taming the Wilderness, which brought 330 participants, 

and new in 2011 was Jackson Foster‟s enlightening lesson 

on General Grant, using his private collection of Grant 

photographs and memorabilia.   
 

     On other occasions we attempt to satisfy the palate as 

well.  Special refreshments are offered on Mother‟s Day, 

on the anniversary of Lafayette‟s breakfast with William 

Jones on August 15, 1825, and for Christmas at Ellwood 

on the third Saturday in December.  
 

     Visitors have been impressed by the restoration of the 

four second-floor bedrooms, completed last winter and 

spring by Blue Mountain Builders.   
 

     In early 2012, the process of putting exhibits in these 

rooms will begin. 
   

     Historic Interpreters   
       

      

  

         
       

     Ellwood Interpreters are a cadre of individuals whose 

volunteer service enables Ellwood Manor to be open to the 

public, offering visitors an enlightening and enjoyable    

experience. 
 

     Please consider joining the interpreter staff in 2012.  

FoWB and the National Park Service conduct annual    

training to develop the required expertise among Ellwood 

interpreters.  This training entails two day-long sessions 

for new interpreters and one full day for returning          

interpreters, with lunch provided by FoWB at each session. 

Training will be conducted in March and April 2012, with 

specific dates to be announced.  
  

     Those who complete the training program and agree to 

serve a minimum of one full day or two half days per 

month during the Ellwood season will be provided with a 

FoWB logo shirt and the Ellwood Interpreters‟ Manual. 
 

     Visit the FoWB web site (www.fowb.org) to download 

the Ellwood Interpreter Application; or contact Carolyn 

Elstner, Chair of the Ellwood Committee or                    

540-373-6240). 

Save the Date 
FoWBôs 10th  Annual Dinner and Auction  

Saturday, May 5, 2012  

On Sunday, September 18, the local chapter of the 

Society of Mayflower Descendants met in one of the 

newly restored Ellwood bedrooms.  The group 

enjoyed a tour of the house, a talk by Dr. William 

Paquette (past president of the Virginia Society), and 

refreshments of tea and goodies all prepared by Mrs. 

Kerry Gryczynsky, who organized the event. 

http://www.fowb.org
http://www.fowb.org/sites/default/files/Ellwood%20Interpreter%20Application.pdf
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     Soon the warm weather tasks will end.  However, the 

Ground Force works throughout the year and is gearing 

up for the late fall/winter/early spring tasks.  These will 

include continuing work on the cedar grove, the carriage 

trail, and the brooder house.  The eight-man/two-women 

team will also assist the National Park Service in          

additional clean-up from recent storms, to include        

removal of some hanging branches. 
 

     As improvements are made to the grounds, the        

environment becomes more original in appearance.  The 

Park Service is deeply grateful to groundskeepers Wade 

Aylor, Ken Frohnert, Joe Marks, Gary Mauss, Bob Neel, 

John Polis, Det Wilkens, Lee Woolf, Karen O‟Brien, and 

Carolyn Elstner.   
 

     Add your name to this list! 
 

     If historic preservation, meaningful exercise, and great 

Volunteer David Rodriguez interprets Ellwoodôs 

history for Lacy descendant Margaret Dodds and 

her husband Dick.  Margaret thinks it is always 

fun to visit and learn something new about her 

family!  She has donated a handsome portrait of 

her great-grandfather for use at Ellwood. 

William and Betty Jones leased from the   

Spotswood family the original 642-acre tract            

of the Ellwood Plantation in 1777.   

They bought it in 1788.  Soon thereafter, they       

began to build the manor house that stands          

today.  Prior to that, the Joneses would have lived in 

a smaller house on the estate, commonly called a 

settlement house.  

 

¶ March and April: Interpreter Training  

¶ May 5 -June 10: Open weekends (Saturday/Sunday) and May 28  

¶ June 15 -August 19: Open daily  

¶ August 25 -October 28: Open weekends (Saturday/Sunday) and Sept 3 & Oct 8  

¶ October 28: Ellwood closes for the season.  

comradeship appeal 

to you, please join the 

other FoWB  member           

volunteers on     

Thursday mornings.  

Coffee, donuts, and a 

very special shirt are 

complimentary, and 

coordinator Det 

Wilkens makes     

certain everyone is 

well hydrated.  For 

more information, 

call or email Det  

Wilkins, 972-6741 or 

dwilkins2@verizon.net. 

 

New Ellwood Ground Force member, 

Wade Aylor, has exhibited many talents.  

He mows, trims, saws, and repairs.  His 

conversation and laughter make him a 

perfect fit for the group.   

Continued 
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     The Battle of the Wilderness, fought on May 5-6, 

1864, was the beginning of the Overland Campaign, the 

bloodiest campaign in American history and the turning 

point in the American Civil War. 
 

     Today, the Battlefield is an oasis of natural beauty 

where visitors can walk trails and visit battle sites to learn 

about the bravery and sacrifice of past civilians and     

soldiers.  
 

     And now the Battlefield needs your help! 
 

     The Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National     

Military Park (FSNMP) is often underfunded much like 

the entire National Park Service (NPS), resulting in a 

shortage of staff, reduced maintenance and the            

curtailment of special projects.  
 

     The park-owned portion of the Wilderness Battlefield 

comprises 2,774 acres and volunteers are needed for 

maintenance and special projects: mowing, clipping, 

clearing, cutting limbs, painting, building ramps and 

clearing trails.  
 

     Friends of Wilderness Battlefield (FoWB), established 

in 1995, shoulders the responsibility of stewardship,   

providing  

assistance for maintenance and 

special projects.  
 

     Under the direction of the 

NPS, the work of FoWB        

volunteers ensures a more   

meaningful experience for     

visitors.  Volunteers paint      

cannons, maintain walking trails, 

build foot bridges, conduct litter 

patrol, and offer presentations to 

schools and civic organizations.  
 

     As this nation starts into the Sesquicentennial         

recognition of the American Civil War, the requirement 

for volunteer labor will increase steadily in order to    

continue the preservation and enhancement of our        

battlefields.   
 

     FoWB is a dedicated band of soldiers with numerous 

projects-big and small. Consider joining the ñbattlefieldò 

team by contacting Mark Wakeman at 540-760-5948 or 

email (battlefield@fowb.org)  

By Mark Wakeman 

Contact Mark Wakeman at 540-760-5948 or email battlefield@fowb.org  
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     Friends of Wilderness Battlefield (FoWB) boasts members from more than two dozen states and Canada. 

Nearly one-half of our members reside in the Virginia counties of Orange and Spotsylvania. Local members are 

integrally involved with the organization and its preservation activities, including interpretation at Ellwood, battlefield maintenance, 

events support, and community outreach and education. 
 

     Members from outside the immediate battlefield area share varied reasons for their support of FoWB:  zeal for history, passion 

for preservation, or ancestral connection. Regardless of where they reside, every member understands and champions FoWB‟s goal 

of protecting and preserving the Wilderness Battlefield. The funds raised through the membership program support the                 

organization‟s general operations and special projects on the battlefield. 
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By Dorothy Mosso 

     John Griffiths of  Fredericksburg, VA, a supporter of 

FoWB since its inception and a member of the Wilderness 

Brigade through his great-great grandfather, Ulysses S. 

Grant, has been awarded a lifetime membership in FoWB. 

His unwavering support of the organization has earned Mr. 

Griffiths the highest rank available, Brigadier General, and 

the most grateful thanks of the entire organization.   

      

     A student of the Civil War since her high school 

days, Marcia K. Hovenden, found it was a natural 

fit to join FoWB, along with her husband David.  

While attending the 2007 annual FoWB meeting 

Marcia mentioned that she had an ancestral tie to 

General Robert E. Lee.  Coincidentally, FoWB 

had recently launched the Wilderness Brigade and 

she was encouraged to apply. 
 

     Qualified for Brigade status 

through her relationship with General Lee, a fifth 

cousin, five times removed, she became  FoWB‟s first Brigade     

member and was certified May 3rd, 2008.  
 

     Marcia is also a member of the Ellwood Legacy, the heritage    

program designed to recognize descendants of those directly affiliated 

with Ellwood Manor.  That affiliation comes through Henry “Light 

Horse Harry” Lee, Robert E. Lee's father, who reportedly wrote a part 

of his memoirs while a guest at Ellwood.  Thus far, she is the only 

FoWB member to have qualified for both recognitions. 
 

     Taking her FoWB membership very seriously, she has spoken out 

against the proposed Wal-Mart project and on the concept of the   

Wilderness Crossing development, as well.  She and David belong to 

21 different groups and organizations and Marcia says that they can't 

be active in all of them.  They have chosen a few, including FoWB, 

to receive their full support.  
 

     Marcia spent 22 years employed by the US Weather Service    

followed by 10 years with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from 

which she retired in January of 2006.  Following that, during a visit to 

the area, she and husband David noticed a Lake of the Woods real 

estate listing that was to their liking.  They moved there on Halloween 

of that year and have been happy, active residents ever since. 

By Bob Epp  

 Ralph BRODIE                              Little Rock, AR  
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Directors 
FoWB members in good standing are eligible to be elected to a    

three-year term. Board members are elected by the general          

membership at the Annual Meeting in November.  
 

Committees 
The FoWB Board of Directors has six standing committees chaired 

by a board member and comprised of board and non-board members. 

If interested in serving on a committee, contact Zann Nelson at      

540-547-2395 or M16439@aol.com.  

¶ Battlefield Resources: provides resources for the physical upkeep of the 

Wilderness Battlefield. 

¶ Board Enhancement: provides assistance and advice to the Board of 

Directors to maximize efficient management of FoWB. 

¶ Communications: responsible for FoWB media relations, press releases, 

the Dispatch newsletter and the website. 

¶ Ellwood: directs Ellwood operations including interpretation, restoration 

project, grounds maintenance and housekeeping.  

¶ Finance: responsible for the financial standards, practices and policies 

related to FoWB operations. 

FoWB Mission 

The purpose of the Friends of Wilderness Battlefield (FoWB) is to assist the 

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park (FRSP) in its    

efforts to preserve the Wilderness Battlefield in Spotsylvania and Orange 

Counties. The Friends provide advocacy, educational programs, and service 

projects for the battlefield. 

with Ellwood must be documented. (2) The   

applicant/descendant must document a           

genealogical relationship (direct or collateral) 

with the ancestor. 
 

   FoWB volunteers can assist 

with the first level as it ap-

plies to the battle.  The            

genealogical research is 

the responsibility of the 

applicant, although FoWB 

will offer guidance and 

support where possible. 
 

The FAQs below may help 

you get started. 
 

Q. What if I am not a member of FoWB? 

A. You must be a current member to begin the process. 
 

Q. What if I don‟t know if I have an ancestor in the Civil War? 

A. If you can provide some ancestral information, FoWB volunteers will perform a  

      simple search. 
 

Q. I know my ancestor was in the Civil War, but how can I find out if he was at The Battle  

      of the Wilderness? 

A. If you can provide the soldier‟s name, state served and regiment, if known, FoWB    

volunteers will perform a simple search. 
 

Q. If I provide my family names, will FoWB volunteers perform the genealogical search? 

A.  No, due to limited resources, FoWB cannot provide genealogical services, but we can   

      offer guidance. 

New Brigade Member   

Douglas Penn Crain, Locust grove, Virginia 

Ancestor ï Private Benjamin Hartwell Starr 

Company J, 13th Georgia Volunteers 

   FoWB offers two special programs based on 

ancestral connections:  the Wilderness Brigade 

and the Ellwood Legacy. The programs offer a 

special connection for living relatives to the 

hallowed ground where their ancestors  walked 

and sadly, in some cases, gave their lives for 

their country. The information supplied by the 

applications provides in-depth and sometimes 

poignant histories of these very men and women 

who helped shape the direction of America. 
 

   Eligibility for membership in the Wilderness 

Brigade is through an ancestor who fought in 

the Battle of the Wilderness, May 1864. Eligi-

bility for membership in the Ellwood Legacy is 

through an ancestor who lived or worked at  

Ellwood or visited there as a guest, prior to 1977 

at which time the NPS took possession. 
 

   The programs require two levels of             

verification: (1) The ancestor‟s presence at the 

Battle of the Wilderness or relevant association 

OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT                  Zann Nelson 
VICE PRESIDENT         Carolyn Elstner                         
SECRETARY                 Dorothy Mosso 
TREASURER                 Jeff Slunt                                                 
               

D IRECTORS and COMMITTEE  SERVICE 

Dale Brown, Ellwood and Board Enhancement   

Carolyn Elstner, Ellwood Chair 

Diane Logan, Membership  

Gary Mauss, Battlefield Resources   

Dorothy Mosso, Board Enhancement    

Dwight L. Mottet, Finance Chair 

Zann Nelson, Board Enhancement Chair, 

    Communications Interim Chair  

Zoila Ortega, Membership Chair  

Jeff Slunt, Finance   

Mark Wakeman, Battlefield Resources Chair 
 

 

   Friends of Wilderness Battlefield, Inc. is a    

not-for-profit, tax-exempt organization under 

section 501(c)(3) of the Internal revenue Code.  

Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent 

of the law.  All staff, officers, and board       

members are non-paid volunteers.  

By Dorothy Mosso 

mailto:M16439@aol.com
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 JOIN/RENEW Friends of Wilderness Battlefield  today by mail. 
 

         Yes, I want to help preserve, protect and promote this significant area in our country‟s history.   

This membership includes you and your immediate family members. 

FoWB is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of law.  

Please indicate the desired annual membership level.  

                           General  $500                    Major  $100                  Lieutenant  $30               Student  $10                 

                           Colonel  $250                    Captain  $50                 Sergeant  $20                  School: 
 

New Member                 Renewal   
 

              Contact me with details regarding my eligibility for the Wilderness Brigade or Ellwood Legacy.            
 

Name                                                                 Phone                                   Email 

Street                                                              City/State                                       Zip 
 

 

Please note that your information is for use by FoWB for invitations and announcements and will not be  

made available to any other organization or for any other use.   

Make checks payable to Friends of Wilderness Battlefield and mail with this form to  

FoWB, PO Box 576, Locust Grove, VA 22508-0576  

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

2011 Annual Membership Meeting 

11 am - 3 pm      Saturday     November 12 

Lake of the Woods Church, Lower Level 


