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preparing animal hides for various domestic uses; while oth-

ers were busy preparing meals, washing clothes, making soap 

and candles, as well as tending the gardens, both medicinal 

and culinary. Each of these activities required a great deal of 

skill and experience, and each contributed substantially to the 

quality of daily life at Ellwood Manor.   
 

Meanwhile, frontiersmen known as ñlong-huntersò-so named  

for the duration of time spent on the hunt for animals to be 

used for their meat, their hides, and their bones,- might stop at 

the plantation perhaps seeking  food and lodging. The visit 

provided an opportunity to exchange news and gossip, as well 

as goods and services. 
 

     The Childôs Life at Ellwood 
 

     William Jones, Ellwoodôs squire, fathered two children, 

both girls, by two different wives.  These offspring were born 

49 years apart.  So, how did the girls pass their time?  In addi-

tion to lessons in etiquette and social graces, children of the 

age might enjoy their leisure hours by rolling a hoop with a 

stick; by playing the Game of Graces; by trying their hands at 

Cup-and-Ball; by tossing a corn-cob ñdartò through a grape-

vine wreath hung from a tree; by playing a board/strategy 

game like Nine Menôs Morris, or simply, as many girls do 

today by playing dolls or dress-up. 
 

     ñTaming the Wilderness 2011ò 
   

     Many examples of such aspects of frontier life in 18th cen-

tury Virginia will be provided to the public, at the fifth annual 

ñTaming the Wildernessò event at Ellwood Manor.   Crafts-

persons provide interactive demonstrations, and where possi-

ble offer hands-on opportunities 

for visitors.  Children (and adults) 

will have the opportunity to play 

18th century games. The manor 

house will be open throughout the 

day  for self or docent guided 

tours. 

Inside this issue:  

      

 
     At the time Ellwood Manor was being constructed, in the 

last half of the 18th century, The Wilderness, as it was known 

then and now, was far removed from any population center.  

Fredericksburg was hours away, as were 

Orange, the town now known as Culpeper, 

and Warrenton.  As a result, the plantation 

had to be self-sufficient.  Imagine, if you 

will, what this plantation-in-the-wilderness 

would have been like. 
 

     Building the Manor House 
 

     During construction, a visitor to the emerging Ellwood 

Manor would have seen workers, most of them slaves of Afri-

can heritage. Some would be felling trees to make support 

beams, wainscot, and clapboards for the house.  Others 

would, with a variety of axes and other hand tools, strip the 

bark, mark the log for hewing, ñhew to the line,ò squaring off 

the beam to structural specifications.  And others would be 

splitting wood for use as lath to which plaster would then be 

applied.  
 

     Elsewhere, men would be making bricks from local clay 

while others gathered stones from nearby creek beds and out-

crops for use in the foundations of outbuildings.  At the ap-

propriate time, an expert ñstucco manò would gather the in-

gredients, mix the plaster, and 

apply several coats to the 

newly lathed interior walls, 

each successive coat having a 

specific recipe and purpose.  
 

     A blacksmith might be 

observed making a surpris-

ingly wide range of different 

types of nails, each with its 

own specific application, as well as hinges for doors and shut-

ters and a wide variety of other utilitarian items Interior finish 

details such as chair rail, crown molding, newel posts and 

other embellishments would be produced by skilled wood-

working artisans to the high specifications of Mr. William 

Jones, owner of the plantation. 
 

     Domestic Life on the Plantation 
 

     A working plantation of several hundred acres required 

huge amounts of field labor, of course.  The manor house and 

its immediate grounds were also the scene of countless activi-

ties necessary to the smooth management of the Ellwood 

household.  
 

     Some house servants would be spinning, weaving, and       
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Want to Go? 
When: Sunday, Sept 25, 11am to 5pm 

Where: Ellwood Manor on Wilderness   

            Battlefield in Orange County, VA 

Cost: No admission, Donations welcome 

Sponsors: FoWB and Fredericksburg and  

        Spotsylvania National Military Park 

More Info : Contact Dale Brown, 

                   dalekbrown@verizon.net 

By Dale Brown 
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     Friends of Wilderness Battlefield applauds the work of the 

Lake of the Woods Civil War Study Grouprecently joined oth-

ers in sponsoring the first ever "Annual Battle of the Wilder-

ness Memorial Golf Tournament." 
 

     The May 27 tournament at the Lake of the Woods Golf 

Club was created to raise funds for battlefield interpretive pan-

els within LOW. Forty-eight golfers participated in the tourna-

ment. Each golfer declared allegiance to either the Union or the 

Confederacy. At the end of the day, victory was declared for 

the Union sympathizers, an outcome of which General Grant 

would surely have been proud. 
 

     The event raised an estimated $1900 and a repeat has al-

ready been scheduled for 2012.  
 

Craig Rains, member of the study group and former member of 

the FoWB Board of Directors praised the groupôs efforts, say-

ing ñTheir research of the Civil War events that occurred on 

LOW property is vital to a full understanding of the battle.ò  
 

     Historic sites at LOW will be identified with interpretive 

panels and a descriptive pamphlet will be available by 2014, 

the 150th Anniversary of the 1864 battle. 

 

     The Carrington Williams Battlefield Preservationist of the 

Year Award, named for the first chairman of the Civil War 

Trust, was presented to the ñWilderness Walmartò Plaintiffs: 

Curtis Abel, Dale Brown, Sheila Clark, Susan Caton, Dwight 

Mottet, Craig Rains, and Friends of Wilderness Battle-

field.  These individuals and organization made a courageous 

and very public stand on behalf of the Wilderness Battlefield. 
 

     During the organizationôs annual conference in Chantilly, 

Va., Civil War Trust president James Lighthizer announced the 

winners of the 2011 Preservation Awards, recognizing extraor-

dinary individual and organizational achievements in the cause 

of Civil War preservation. 
 

     ñThe work done by the Civil War Trust would simply not be 

possible without the efforts of men and women like those we 

honor this weekend,ò Lighthizer said. ñThey are often the un-

sung heroes of historic preservation, but I am confident that their 

work will be felt for generations to come.ò 
 

Reprinted in part by permission of the Civil War Trust: for the complete 

article go to www.civilwar.org  

Note: Activities are FREE except where noted.   

Light refreshments served in honor of the Marquis de La-

fayetteôs breakfast at Ellwood,  8/15/1825.  

ñ Taming the Wildernessò at Ellwood Manor. 

Civil War medical program with John Pelletier at Ell-

wood Manor 

Ellwood closes for the season. 

Annual Membership Meeting  

Luncheon for Ellwood volunteers.     

19th-century Christmas at Ellwood Manor with a Santa 

visit  

By Dwight Mottet 

 

     Thanks to dozens of ñFriendsò near and dear, the 9th Annual Dinner and Auction was a 
splendid success. A grand time was had by all and an estimated $22,000 was raised for the 
Ellwood Restoration Project. 
 

     Please take a moment to review the insert for the names of all those who generously 
donated items for the auction, volunteered their time, energy and expertise in the organizing 
and implementation of the evening activities and the event sponsors. 
Though their names are not published out of respect for their privacy, we are equally grate-
ful for all those who came, feasted, and bid, sometimes wildly, on the auction items. 
 

     Truly our success is a team effort!                                 
                                                                                                   Best Wishes. 

of 

among 

 Additional activities will be posted throughout the year online at www.fowb.org 
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     Ellwood opened earlier this year 

than in the past.  Catching some 

young people still on spring break, 

the last week of April brought 224 

visitors.   The weekends and holidays 

of May through the first weekend in 

June saw 934 guests.  Beginning on 

June 10 (until August 19) the house 

and grounds are open to the public 

on a daily basis.  Although it is early 

in the season, weekday visitation 

seems to have picked up com-

pared to last year.  During week-

days for the month of June 2010, 

interpreters welcomed 325; this 

year, 576.  Another apparent 

trend is the arrival at the front 

door of more families with 

school-age children. 
 

     Ellwoodôs interpreters are 

sensitive to the presence of chil-

dren and during a tour try to hold 

their attention as well as that of the 

adults.  One way is the use of the 

Childrenôs Discovery Box, full of 

Civil War and mid-19th century re-

production articles, including toys of 

the period and a haversack filled as if 

by a soldier to satisfy his daily needs, 

including a medical kit. 
  

     And now the National Park Ser-

vice has begun a Civil War Trading 

Card program. Each card displays a 

picture on one side with its descrip-

tion on the reverse.  Each of the 

Parkôs local sites has one or more 

cards to distribute to children.  Ell-

woodôs card shows the manor house.  

If children want to collect all three 

cards for the Wilderness Battlefield, 

they need to tour 

Saunders Field, 

where the historian 

holds the other two 

cards.  There are 

six locations in the 

Fredericksburg and 

Spotsylvania Na-

tional Military 

Park, all of which 

may have up to 

eight cards.  Collecting them all 

would be quite an educational ac-

complishment.  Often questions are 

posed to the children as a prerequi-

site for being awarded a card. 
 

  Major Horace 
Lacy, owner of Ellwood 

Manor and an officer in the 
Confederate Army, was taken 
prisoner in June of 1862 and 
spent three months at Fort 
Delaware Federal Prison?   

      Rain and the Ground Force, respectively, have kept 

the grounds green and groomed.  In the early spring, the 

Park was able to find enough dirt to fill one of two 20th 

century hen house depressions.  The crew has exposed the 

burial ground from the 1863 Ellwood Confederate hospi-

tal, giving it the respect that is due.  Although 

mowing and trimming allows little extra time for 

other projects the men continue work on the car-

riage trail.  Walkers can travel down the trail to 

the Parker Store Road and return to the house 

via the formal carriage road.  The trail actually 

lies within the northern half of the semi-circular 

carriage road. 
 

     Karen OôBrien of the Fawn Lake Garden Club, with 

the help of Karenôs husband Donôs business, has intro-

duced a few new plants to the medicinal/culinary herb 

  OUR ELLWOOD  SEASON:  
 

¶ Hours are always 11am to 5 pm. 

¶ April 25-May 1, the Manor will be 

open daily with interpreters. 

¶ May 2-June 10, only open weekends 

and holidays (Motherôs Day May 8, 

Memorial Day May 30)  

¶ June 11-August 21, open daily  

¶ August 22-Oct30 only open weekends 

and holidays (Labor Day September 5, 

Columbus Day October 10). 

By Carolyn Elstner 

     On April 22nd, Blue Mountain Build-

ersô lead craftsman, Garrett Irwin, com-

pleted the restoration of the four bed-

rooms.  The Friends and the Park are in 

the planning stages of how to interpret 

each room.    
 

     Meanwhile, most visitors are willing 

to make the climb to experience, for the 

first time in the 13 years the house has 

been open to the public, the more pri-

vate area of the house.  They receive 

architectural interpretation in each 

room.   

garden.  Visitors receive a handout explaining how the 

herbs were used at the time of the Civil War.  No longer 

will they overlook the garden, because interpreter Floyd 

Etherton has artistically created and installed a sign made 

of Ellwood cherry wood.  It is one-of-a-kind, and FoWB 

and visitors alike are most appreciative of Floydôs work. 
 

     Many events are planned for Ellwood this summer.  

Whether you live nearby or far away, consult the Ellwood 

events listing, and come one, come all!  
    

 Want to join?  

  If you enjoy outdoor work with intermittent breaks for 

water, coffee, donuts, and comradeship, you are invited 

to join the Ellwood Ground Force on Thursday morn-

ings.  For more information, call or email Det Wilkins, 

972-6741 or Dwilkens2@verizon.net.    
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     Chris Mackowski has written ñThe Dark Close 

Wood,ò a little book that weaves together our favorite 

topics: Ellwood and the Battle of the Wilderness. Superin-

tendent Russ Smith penned the foreword, where he credits 

the partnership between FoWB and the NPS for Ell-

woodôs restoration and writes, ñInside the house, exhibits 

and FoWB interpreters keep alive the story...ò 
 

     Mackowskiôs acknowledgements include thanks to 

FoWB vice president Carolyn Elstner for supplying Ell-

woodôs background and FoWB member Josef Rokus for 

his contributions on the wilderness civilians. 
 

     Only 9òx6ò and 120 pages, it is as handy a history as 

can be found. Graphically, its layout is refreshing. The 

book features over 100 illustrations and photographs, both 

modern-day and from 1864. 

There are five maps. 
 

     The book begins with Ellwood 

as we meet Betty and William 

Jones in the first chapter. The fol-

lowing chapter explains the Wil-

derness and its quirkiness. With 

those two key elements intro-

duced, the author then moves into 

the battle itself, while both reap-

pear throughout the book. 
 

     Mackowski takes time out of 

the battle to touch on an often-neglected group being 

affected: civilians. He introduces the reader to the 

Chewnings and the Higgersons, and in so doing adds 

another dimension to the usual stories of guns and 

soldiers. 
 

     The epilogue brings the reader up to date on Ell-

wood until the National Park Service acquired it in 

1977.  
 

     This is not intended to be a scholarly book. It has no 

endnotes or footnotes. The photographs and illustrations 

have no credit lines. I wished for an index, but there is 

none. 
 

     Nevertheless, this is a delightful book and, at its price, 

one that should be in the library of every member of 

By Craig Rains      John Pelletier was joined on Satur-

day, July 23 by Dr. Adrian Wheat, who 

practiced medicine for many years as an 

army surgeon 

and helped 

found the Soci-

ety of Civil War 

Surgeons.   
 

     John will 

again be at Ell-

wood on Satur-

day, October 15. 
 

Friends of Wilderness Battlefield. It is 

well written and an easy read, bringing 

together a fresh presentation of the Wil-

derness, Ellwood and the battle that 

defined them both. 
 

     Mackowski is an associate professor 

at St. Bonaventure University, where 

one of the courses he teaches is a study 

of journalism and the mass communica-

tions in the Civil War. He is a historical 

interpreter at Chancellorsville Visitor Center this sum-

mer. 
 

     The Dark Close Wood: the Wilderness, Ellwood and 

the Battle that Redefined Both by Chris Mackowski, 

Thomas Publications, Gettysburg, 2010, 120 pages.  

Available at the Chancellorsville Visitor Center and 

soon at Ellwood. 

Dr Wheat and John Pelletier 

ñHe introduces the reader to 

the Chewnings and the 

Higgersons, and in so doing 

adds another dimension to the 

usual stories of guns and 

soldiers.ò 
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     It is a win-win situation. The Wilderness Battlefield -- as do the other battlefields throughout the FSNMP -- has a 

number of projects that are ideally designed for the enterprising candidate for Eagle Scout. 
   

     Consider the projects listed below or talk to us about one of your own design. 
 

     Create a new landscape center that will enhance the entrance to a battlefield; restore (scrape and paint) a sign post 

system in the park; restore (scrape and paint) six interpretive panels in the National Cemetery; repair ruts in the Spotsyl-

vania History Trail; paint wayside exhibit bases/frames on battlefields; repair the walking surface on Bernardôs Cabin 

trail; paint blue trench markers throughout the Fredericksburg Battlefield park; or tackle a gardening project at Chatham 

Manor. 
 

     Interested Scouts should contact Mark Wakeman at 540-760-5948 or email (battlefield@fowb.org)  

     ñCampaigning in the Wilderness with Robert E. Lee,ò the Memorial Day 
tour led by award winning author Gordon Rhea,  was a huge success, raising 

over $3000 for the Ellwood Restoration Project.  Forty-eight participants 

were exposed to experiences and locations specially selected for this tour.  

Mr. Rheaôs encyclopedic knowledge and masterful storytelling ability pro-

vided a unique and engaging tour.  
 

     The tour started at the location of Robertsonôs Tavern, a key site in both 

the Mine Run and Wilderness battles.  The high points of the morning ses-

sion included: 

¶ An overview of the preceding winterôs Mine Run campaign and 

the location of both armiesô entrenchments.   

¶  Robert E. Leeôs winter HQ;  

¶ A private tour by Montpelier historian and author Jayne Blair to 

the  site occupied by McGowan's South Carolinians during the winter of 1863-

1864.   

¶ A tour of Mayhurst, AP Hillôs winter headquarters, conducted by its current 

owner/innkeeper Jack North.  

¶ St. Thomas Episcopal Church, frequented by R.E. Lee that winter;  

¶ A stop atop Clarkôs Mountain, accessible only with special permission; here the 

participants were provided the same views of Culpeper and the surrounding 

countryside that Gen Lee and his Lieutenants had on the eve of the battle.  

¶ Palmyra Church, a confederate hospital site near Ewellôs winter quarters.   

¶ Stops at Saunders Field, Tapp Farm and the Orange Plank /Brock Road intersection.  
  

     Tour participant Brad Gerstbrein summed up by saying, ñGordon Rhea did a magnificent job of constantly orienting the group 

with regard to direction, distance and timeline.  The Battle of the Wilderness was a very confusing affair, but Gordon made sense 

of it all. ò 
 

     Mr. Rheaôs 2008 Wilderness tour covered the Union Army encampments and route of movement to the Wilderness Battlefield. 

This year he looked at the battle from the Confederate perspective.  

Mr. Rhea plans to conduct another Wilderness tour for FoWB in 2012, to focus more specifically on key aspects of the battle. An-

nouncements will be made via FoWB website and newsletter.  

By Mark Wakeman 

Photos by Alan Zirkle  
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11  AM          Ɂ-Öɯ3ÜÙÕÐÕÎɯ!ÈÊÒɂɯ6ÈÓÒÐÕÎɯ3ÖÜÙɯÈÛɯ2ÈÜÕËÌÙÚɯ%ÐÌÓË 
 

11:45  AM   Ɂ$ÕÊÖÜÕÛÌÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ6ÐÓËÌÙÕÌÚÚɂɯ#ÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ3ÖÜÙȯɯ)ÖÐÕɯÈɯ×ÈÙÒɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÈÕɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ6ÐÓËÌÙÕÌÚÚɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

                       Exhibit Shelter for a two -ÏÖÜÙɯÊÈÙɯÊÈÙÈÝÈÕɯÛÖÜÙɯÖÍɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÐÛÌÚɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯËÈàɀÚɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

                       fighting.  Stops include Saunders Field, Higgerson Farm, and the Chewning Farm. 
 

2:00  PM      Ɂ-Öɯ3ÜÙÕÐÕÎɯ!ÈÊÒɂɯ6ÈÓÒÐÕÎɯ3ÖÜÙɯÈÛɯ2ÈÜÕËÌÙÚɯ%ÐÌÓË 
 

2:45  PM      Ɂ"ÏÌÚÚɯ,ÈÛÊÏɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ6ÐÓËÌÙÕÌÚÚɂɯ#ÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ3ÖÜÙȯɯ&ÈÛÏÌÙɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ6ÐÓËÌÙÕÌÚÚɯ$ßÏÐÉÐÛɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ 

                       Shelter for a two-hour car-caravan tour examining how both Lee and Grant planned  

                       to strike heavy blows with fresh reserves on the second day of the battle. Stops in-   

                       clude Jones Field, Widow Tapp Farm, and the Brock Road/Plank Road intersection. 
  

 For more information go to www.nps.gov/frsp/special.htm 

     The Battle of the Wilderness, fought on May 5-6, 

1864, was the beginning of the Overland Campaign, the 

bloodiest campaign in American history and the turning 

point in the American Civil War. 
 

     Today, the Battlefield is an oasis of natural beauty 

where visitors can walk trails and visit battle sites to learn 

about the bravery and sacrifice of past civilians and sol-

diers.  
 

     And now the Battlefield needs your help! 
 

     The Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Mili-

tary Park (FSNMP) is often underfunded much like the 

entire National Park Service (NPS), resulting in a short-

age of staff, reduced maintenance and the curtailment of 

special projects.  
 

     The park-owned portion of the Wilderness Battlefield 

comprises 2,774 acres and volunteers are needed for 

maintenance and special projects: mowing, clipping, 

clearing, cutting limbs, painting, building ramps and 

clearing trails.  
 

     Friends of Wilderness Battlefield (FoWB), established 

in 1995, shoulders the responsibility of stewardship, pro-

viding assistance for maintenance and special projects.  
 

     Under the direction of the NPS, the work of FoWB 

volunteers ensures a more meaningful experience for 

visitors. Volunteers paint cannons, maintain walking 

trails, build foot bridges, conduct litter patrol, and offer 

presentations to schools and civic organizations.  
 

     As this nation starts into the Sesquicentennial recogni-

tion of the American Civil War, the requirement for vol-

unteer labor will increase steadily in order to continue the 

preservation and enhancement of our battlefields.   
 

     FoWB is a dedicated band of soldiers with numerous 

projects-big and small. Consider joining the ñbattlefieldò 

team by contacting Mark Wakeman at 540-760-5948 or 

email (battlefield@fowb.org)  

 

Continued 
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     Friends of Wilderness Battlefield (FoWB) boasts members from more than 

two dozen states and Canada. Nearly one-half of our members reside in the Vir-

ginia counties of Orange and Spotsylvania. Local members are integrally involved with the organization and 

its preservation activities, including interpretation at Ellwood, battlefield maintenance, events support, and 

community outreach and education. 
 

     Members from outside the immediate battlefield area share varied reasons for their support of FoWB:  zeal 

for history, passion for preservation, or ancestral connection. Regardless of where they reside, every mem-

ber understands and champions FoWBôs goal of protecting and preserving the Wilderness Battlefield. The 

funds raised through the membership program support the organizationôs general operations and special pro-

jects on the battlefield. 

 

 John Clark                                      Valatie, NY 
 Craig Howell                                  Washington, D C 

Charles Brewer                           
Constance Buch                          
Hap Connors                                
Richard Cook                             
James and Margaret Crum       
Bonnie Darnell                            
Jimmy Davenport                       
Henry Elliott                                
John and Brenda Gaston           
Michael and Debbie Hinton     
Gary and Diane Logan               
Robert Lookabill                          
Virginia McAvinney                     
David and Melanie Rodriguez   
Donald and Donna Schmieley   
Peggy Smith                                  
Barry and Judith Thompson       
Bill and Julie Wilson                     

Locust Grove 
Locust Grove 
Fredericksburg 
Spotsylvania 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 
Chesapeake 
Warrenton 
Fredericksburg 
Rhoadesville 
Culpeper 
Spotsylvania 
Fredericksburg 
Fredericksburg 
Stafford 
Fredericksburg 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 

     Saturday, November 12, Friends of Wilderness 

Battlefield, Inc. will hold the annual membership 

meeting.    The meeting will be held at the Lake of the 

Woods Church, Locust Grove, Virginia,  starting at 

11:00 a.m.  
 

     All FoWB members are welcome and encouraged to 

attend the annual meeting. The meeting typically lasts 

about two hours and is a wonderful combination of 

business and pleasure. 
 

     The annual business meeting of the corporation will 

feature the president's report on the state of the organi-

zation, election of Board of Directors, presentation of 

the annual report, awards and recognitions. Guest 

speaker is yet to be finalized.  
      

     A scrumptious lunch, hosted by the Board of Direc-

tors, will be served immediately following the business 

meeting. For additional info, please contact Zann Nel-

son, president at M16439@aol.com or 540-547-2395. 
 

By Robin Nimmo 

mailto:M16439@aol.com
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By   Dale Brown                                     

 

Jeff Boutwell                                 
New York 
Thomas Brady                               
Chris Conti                     
John Donovan                                
Richard Flint II                                
Kirk Hinman                                    
Randy Kantner                                
Michael Ostermann                       
Bill Phillis                                          
Judy Pierce                                       
Gary Roche                                       
Donald Stripling                               
Robert Thode                                   
Raymond Trepkau                           
Barry York                                        
Eugene and Terrance Yount         

Maryland 
New York 
Quebec, Canada 
Pennsylvania 
New Jersey 
Colorado 
Ohio 
Illinois 
New York 
Michigan 
Kentucky 
Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania 
New York 
New Jersey 
New York 
New York 

Locust Grove 
Fredericksburg 
Fredericksburg 
Locust Grove 
Fredericksburg 
Locust Grove 
Ruckersville 
Locust Grove 
Locust Grove 
Spotsylvania 
Fredericksburg 
Fredericksburg 
Culpeper 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 
Fredericksburg 
Locust Grove 
Spotsylvania 
Roanoke 
Locust Grove 
Virginia Beach 
Fredericksburg 
Locust Grove 
Locust Grove 
Springfield 
Spotsylvania 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 
Fredericksburg 
Locust Grove 
Spotsylvania 
Fredericksburg 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 
Locust Grove 
Locust Grove 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 
Fredericksburg 
Locust Grove 
Locust Grove                              
Barboursville 
Locust Grove 
Spotsylvania 
Richmond 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 
Spotsylvania 
Locust Grove 
Fredericksburg 

Curtis and Susie Abel          
Phylis Atkins               
Richard Barton                         
Richard Bergmann                  
Nate Bond                                 
Bruce and Ann Boyd                     
Diane Bradshaw                            
Marsha Brandenburg                   
Glen Cannon                          
Mark Casperen              
Stoney Chisolm               
Tom and Carolyn Elstner             
Mildred Embree-Wieser              
Robert Epp                                     
Floyd and Connie Etherton         
John and Tamie Pratt-Fartro       
Debbie Fleagle                               
Richard and Christina Folger       
Robert Freis                                   
Ken Frohnert                                 
Diane Gray                                    
John Griffiths                                
Brad Henderson                           
Jimmy Lee                                     
Henry Lind                                    
Dunbar and Mary MacNemar  
Ron and Beth Malmquist           
Gary and Janet Mauss                
Ruth and A.J. Moreau                 
Dwight Mottet                             
Dan and Susan Nickelson          
John and Robin Nimmo             
5ƻƴ ŀƴŘ YŀǊŜƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ              
Zoila Ortega                                  
Elaine Pratt                                   
Pete Rainey                                  
Greg Reid                                     
Josef and Diane Rokus               
Cindy Ruotolo                              
John and Ann Sawyer                 
Bernie Smith                                 
Harvey Stoner                              
Ken and Dee Tillman                   
Mark and Darcey Wakeman      
Dave and Diane West                      
Det and Nancy Wilkens                   
Ann Wood                                          
Lee Woolf                                           
Donald Wright                                   
Alan Zirkle                                          

Continued 

       Russ Smith, Superintendent of Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania 

National Military Park, has always declared that his family had ñno 

tradition of ancestors serving in the war.ò  Recent research, however, 

led him to discover a family history worthy of preservation.  As it hap-

pens, Russ had three ancestors involved in that conflict, a great-great 

grandfather, Joseph Jackson; and two great-great-great uncles, James 

and Samuel Letherbury.  All three served in volunteer infantry units 

from their home state of Delaware. 

Jackson was mortally wounded at Petersburg in 1864.  However, per-

haps the one story that hits closest to home is that of James W. Lether-

bury, whose service at The Wilderness qualifies Russ for membership 

in the Wilderness Brigade. 

Letherbury was born around 1840 in Dover, 

Delaware.  At the age of 21 years, he felt it 

his duty to offer his services in defense of the 

Union.  Less than a year after his enlistment 

as a private in the 2nd Delaware Regiment, he 

was promoted to the rank of 2nd Lieutenant, a 

result of his service in the Eastern Shore 

Campaign.  Within months, however, he was 

forced to resign his commission due to a bout 

with yellow fever, an ongoing nemesis of his regiment. 
 

     Letherbury was not to be deterred, however.  In April of 1863, he 

once again mustered in with the ñCrazy Delawaresò ï a sobriquet 

earned at Antietam -- as a 1st Lieutenant.  At the Wilderness, as part of 

Hancockôs Second Corps, most of the action centered on protecting 

Brock Road from a Confederate flank attack, as well as guarding the 

Corps artillery. 
 

     Despite a high level of involvement in numerous battles, including 

Gettysburg and North Anna, Letherbury escaped injury until he was 

wounded in the ankle at Cold Harbor. 

James W. Letherbury, having enlisted as a private in 1861, received a 

2nd Lieutenantôs commission in the Regular Army at warôs end.  His 

service with Company I of the 17th U.S. Infantry ended in 1871. 
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Directors 
FoWB members in good standing are eligible to be elected to a three-

year term. Board members are elected by the general membership at 

the Annual Meeting in November.  
 

Committees 
The FoWB Board of Directors has six standing committees chaired 

by a board member and comprised of board and non-board members. 

If interested in serving on a committee, contact Zann Nelson at 540-

547-2395 or M16439@aol.com.  

¶ Battlefield Resources: provides resources for the physical upkeep of the 

Wilderness Battlefield. 

¶ Board Enhancement: provides assistance and advice to the Board of 

Directors to maximize efficient management of FoWB. 

¶ Communications: responsible for FoWB media relations, press releases, 

the Dispatch newsletter and the website. 

¶ Ellwood: directs Ellwood operations including interpretation, restoration 

project, grounds maintenance and housekeeping.  

¶ Finance: responsible for the financial standards, practices and policies 

related to FoWB operations. 

FoWB Mission 

The purpose of the Friends of Wilderness Battlefield (FoWB) is to assist the 

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park (FRSP) in its ef-

forts to preserve the Wilderness Battlefield in Spotsylvania and Orange 

Counties. The Friends provide advocacy, educational programs, and service 

projects for the battlefield. 

wood must be documented. (2) The applicant/

descendant must document a genealogical rela-

tionship (direct or collateral) with the ancestor. 
 

   FoWB volunteers can assist 

with the first level as it ap-

plies to the battle.  The genea-

logical research is the re-

sponsibility of the appli-

cant, although FoWB will 

offer guidance and support 

where possible. 
 

The FAQs below may help 

you get started. 
 

Q. What if I am not a member of FoWB? 

A. You must be a current member to begin the process. 
 

Q. What if I donôt know if I have an ancestor in the Civil War? 

A. If you can provide some ancestral information, FoWB volunteers will perform a  

      simple search. 
 

Q. I know my ancestor was in the Civil War, but how can I find out if he was at The Battle  

      of the Wilderness? 

A. If you can provide the soldierôs name, state served and regiment, if known, FoWB    

volunteers will perform a simple search. 
 

Q. If I provide my family names, will FoWB volunteers perform the genealogical search? 

A.  No, due to limited resources, FoWB cannot provide genealogical services, but we can   

      offer guidance. 

By Robin Nimmo 

New Brigade Member   

John Bell, Locust Grove, Virginia  

Ancestor-Capt. Horatio Bell, Company G, 

150th Pennsylvania Volunteers 

   FoWB offers two special programs based on 

ancestral connections:  the Wilderness Brigade 

and the Ellwood Legacy. The programs offer a 

special connection for living relatives to the 

hallowed ground where their ancestors  walked 

and sadly, in some cases, gave their lives for 

their country. The information supplied by the 

applications provides in-depth and sometimes 

poignant histories of these very men and women 

who helped shape the direction of America. 
 

   Eligibility for membership in the Wilderness 

Brigade is through an ancestor who fought in 

the Battle of the Wilderness, May 1864. Eligi-

bility for membership in the Ellwood Legacy is 

through an ancestor who lived or worked at Ell-

wood or visited there as a guest, prior to 1977 at 

which time the NPS took possession. 
 

   The programs require two levels of verifica-

tion: (1) The ancestorôs presence at the Battle of 

the Wilderness or relevant association with Ell-

OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT                  Zann Nelson 
VICE PRESIDENT         Carolyn Elstner                         
SECRETARY                 Dorothy Mosso  
TREASURER                 Jeff Slunt                                                 
               

D IRECTORS and COMMITTEE  SERVICE 

Dale Brown, Ellwood and Board Enhancement   

Carolyn Elstner, Ellwood Chair 

Diane Logan, Membership  

Gary Mauss, Battlefield Resources   

Dorothy Mosso, Board Enhancement    

Dwight L. Mottet, Finance Chair 

Zann Nelson, Board Enhancement Chair, 

    Communications Interim Chair  

Zoila Ortega, Membership Chair  

Jeff Slunt, Finance   

Mark Wakeman, Battlefield Resources Chair 
 

 

   Friends of Wilderness Battlefield, Inc. is a not-

for-profit, tax-exempt organization under section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal revenue Code.  Dona-

tions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the 

law.  All staff, officers, and board members are 

non-paid volunteers.  

mailto:M16439@aol.com
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A VERY Special ñThank Youò  

to  

Our 147th Anniversary Sponsors 
 

$1500 

John Gwynn Family Foundation 
 

 
$500  

Auction Man & At Auction  

Dwight Mottet 

Village Frameworks and Gallery of Culpeper 

Virginia Linen Service, Inc. 
 

 

$250  

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Malmquist 

Dorothy Mosso, The Hon. Robert Orrock  

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Rains 

Rappahannock Electric Cooperative 
 

 

Table Patrons: $250 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Brown                            

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Early 

 Dr. and Mrs. Tom Elstner, Mr. Clark Hall 

Mr. and Mrs. John Nimmo                           

Dr. Zoila Ortega  

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Tillman 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Thompson  

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wakeman                      

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Woerner 
 

 

Ellwood Contributors:  

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Billings                 

JoAnn Colvin  

Mildred Embree, Darlene Irvine  

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Nickelson                      

John Sapanara, Robert Walker                                               

Mr. Raymond W. Smith  

 
The  

Friends of Wilderness Battlefield 

deeply appreciates 

all who assisted in making this  

another successful event. 

 
147th Anniversary Committee 

Carolyn Elstner and Zann Nelson, Co-Chairs 

 

Auction Acquisition Committee 

Robin Nimmo, Chair:  

Carolyn Elstner, Tamie Pratt-Fartro 

Zann Nelson, Elaine Pratt  

Ken Tillman, Ann Woerner 

 

Auction Display Committee 

Paula Brown, Chair:  

Leslie Brier, Dale Brown  

Alice Early, Ken Tillman 

 

PowerPoint: Dale Brown 

 

Evening Team 

Curtis Abel, Susan Abel                                            

Richard Barton, Nate Bond                                     

Dale Brown, Paula Brown,  

Carolyn Elstner, Lynne Lewis   

Don MacNemar, Greg Mertz                                 

Dorothy Mosso, Zann Nelson                              

Robin Nimmo, Zoila Ortega  

Elaine Pratt, Jeff Slunt, Kelli Slunt  

Ken Tillman, Alan Zirkle 

Ann Woerner, Mark Woerner  

 

Reservations: Jimmy Lee 

Ticket Sales Committee 
FoWB Board of Directors 

 

Publicity Committee 

Communications Committee 

 

Social Committee 

Lisa Van Winkle, Chair:  

Susie Abel, Leslie Brier                                         

Paula Brown, Shelby Dunn                                       

Alice Early, Robin Nimmo 
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American Forests, Richard Barton, Bavarian Chef of Fredericksburg 
.ŜŎƪΩǎ !ƴǘƛǉǳŜǎΣ .ŜƎƎŀǊΩǎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘΣ .ŜƭƭŜ DǊƻǾŜ tƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Brier Design, Cashtown Inn  
City of Fredericksburg-Dept. of Economic Development and Tourism Civil War Trust 

Clearwater Grill, Colonial Art and Frame, The Copper Fish  
Courtyard by Marriott Fredericksburg Historic District  

Dancing Fox Designs, Downtown Garage and Autobody  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Duvall, Elmwood at Sparks  

Tom and Carolyn Elstner, Floyd Etherton  
Fawn Lake Country Club  

Fredericksburg Area Museum and Cultural Center 
CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǘǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ bŀǘΩƭ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ tŀǊƪΣ Cƻ². 

 Linda George, George Washington Hotel,  
Gettysburg Foundation 

Diane M. Gray, Grey Ghost Gallery, Hampton Inn 
Col Alto Hair Quarters, Historic Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc. 

Holladay House Bed and Breakfast, Mary Lou Holt 
Horton Vineyards, Inn at Meander, Irish Eyes of Virginia  
Jabborwocky of Fredericksburg, Gene and Janet Jacobs 

WŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜΩǎΣ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ 
J.S. Mosby Antiques and Artifacts 

¢ƻƳ WƻƘƴǎΣ YƴŀƪŀƭΩǎ .ŀƪŜǊȅΣ [ŀDǊŀƴƎŜ ²ƛƴŜǊȅ 
Lake Anna Vineyards Lake of the Woods Garden Club  

Bob and Sue Lang, Lexington Carriage Company  
[ƻƎŀƴΩǎ 9ȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ IŀƛǊ {ŀƭƻƴ 

 Robert Lookabill, John and Samba Lougheed 
Marshall Farms,  Miller Farms, Montpelier Foundation 

Museum of the Shenandoah Valley 
Naked Mountain Vineyard 

Zann Nelson, Mark Nesbitt, Old House Vineyards, Zoila Ortega 
 tŀƭƭŀŘƛƻΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀǘ .ŀǊōƻǳǊǎǾƛƭƭŜ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘΣ tŜǇǇŜǊōŜǊǊƛŜǎ  
tŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀ ¢ŜŀΣ tƛŎŎŀŘƛƭƭȅΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ  

Prince Michel Vineyards, Worth Richardson 
wƻōΩǎ /ŀǊ ²ŀǎƘ wƻȄōǳǊȅ CŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

Stonewall Jackson Foundation  
{ǘǊŀǘŦƻǊŘ IŀƭƭΣ ¢ǊƛǾŜǘǘΩǎ CǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ 

Trolley Tours of Fredericksburg, Inc. 
¦ƭƳŀƴΩǎ WŜǿŜƭŜǊǎΣ bŀƴŎȅ ²ƛƭƪŜƴǎ 

Valentine Museum and Richmond History Center  
Village Frameworks and Gallery of Culpeper, Wayside Theatre 

 
 

 

 

And to our 2011 Auction Donors: 
 

We Could Not Do It Without You 
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Return Service Requested  

  

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Locust Grove, VA 

Permit No. 99 

FRIENDS  OF WILDERNESS  BATTLEFIELD  
PO Box 576 

Locust Grove, VA  22508-0576 

 

 

 JOIN /RENEW Friends of Wilderness Battlefield  today by mail. 
 

         Yes, I want to help preserve, protect and promote this significant area in our countryôs history.   

This membership includes you and your immediate family members. 

FoWB is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of law.  

Please indicate the desired annual membership level.  

                           General  $500                    Major  $100                  Lieutenant  $30               Student  $10                 

                           Colonel  $250                    Captain  $50                 Sergeant  $20                  School: 
 

New Member                 Renewal   
 

              Contact me with details regarding my eligibility for the Wilderness Brigade or Ellwood Legacy.            
 

Name                                                                 Phone                                   Email 

Street                                                              City/State                                       Zip 
 

 

Please note that your information is for use by FoWB for invitations and announcements and will not be  

made available to any other organization or for any other use.   

Make checks payable to Friends of Wilderness Battlefield and mail with this form to  

FoWB, PO Box 576, Locust Grove, VA 22508-0576  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!                N O REGISTRATION   
 

�����Š�–�’�—�•�1�•�‘�Ž�1���’�•�•�Ž�›�—�Ž�œ�œ���1�X�V�W�W�ñ�1���1���’�Ÿ�’�—�•�1�
�’�œ�•�˜�›�¢�1���Ÿ�Ž�—�•�1 
11am-5pm          Sunday          September 25, 2011 

Ellwood Manor on Wilderness Battlefield in Orange County, Virginia  


